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Editorial note
Fingerprints is a magazine that presents the visions of 
teaching and learning from pre-service teachers, who are 
doing their first classes in some educational settings in 
Bogotá. In this issue, there are some reflections from the 
students- teachers where they present their voices about 
their teaching practice in some schools. Likewise, there 
is a journal about a student teacher who implemented 
meaningful learning through arts. Besides, there is an 
outstanding lesson plan that might inspire future student 
teachers.  The reader will find contextualized material 
and some infographics about some cutting edge teaching 
methods. Finally, there is a research paper  about visual 
literacy, which can encourage future teachers to change 
their mindset about using images in the field of TEFL.
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This issue has the privilege of highlighting Obregón's masterpie-
ce of art, Cóndor. Obregón was an artist who illustrated nature 
with deep symbolism. For instance, Cóndor is a symbol of free-
dom, cleverness, and discipline among other characteristics con-
nected with the role of the educators.

Obregón, Alejandro. 1980. Cóndor 
Casa Museo Obregón. Cartagena de Indias. Colombia
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  Re�ections from the student - teachers

Starting my teaching journey at my job has been a rewarding 
experience full of learning, challenges, and important les-
sons. As a new teacher, I've been learning a lot about how 
education works and about myself. It's like diving into a sea of 
new knowledge and discovering more about teaching every 
day. For instance, as young teachers, we face many challen-
ges and struggles in various ways. These challenges are not 
only related to understanding or knowledge but also involve 
attitudes and performance. Never forget to give your stu-
dents the ability to recognize challenges and how to face 
them, or at least understand them.

Based on my experience, I had the opportunity to work with 
teenagers, adults, and kindergarten students. Being a 
self-contained teacher demonstrates the ability we have to 
understand and create knowledge depending on the needs 
of the student.

Additionally, we often think students are our only responsibi-
lity, forgetting about the parents, administrative sta�, and cu-
rriculum put forth by the institution, all of which are impor-
tant but demand time.

Eventually, during our teaching practice, we will become 
more organized and intelligent

when we need to create materials and activities. This is be-
cause there are many institutions where teachers need to 
repeat content. Unfortunately, this is not the best idea, but it 
makes our lives easier. Despite our creativity and imagina-
tion, every single detail we can retain from previous expe-
riences contributes to a meaningful result in the end.

However, it's important to recognize that everyone progres-
ses di�erently, and we all take di�erent paths. So, comparing 
ourselves to others isn't the best way to describe our profes-
sion, but it might give us an idea of what we do during our 
teaching journey and being able to make money doing so-
mething we love has been really rewarding.

Teaching isn't just a job for me; it brings me a lot of happiness 
and satisfaction. It feels great to know that what I'm passiona-
te about is also what I do for a living. Last but not least, future 
teachers, do not forget to enjoy this eternal journey into
pedagogy. The most di�cult part is when we do not truly 
take pleasure in what we do, and our students re�ect that. A 
happy teacher creates happy students, so be careful not to 
cast a shadow of disbelief in reality. 

One thing I'd like to highlight in this article is that neither our 
teachers nor the university adequately prepare us to interact 
with parents and administrative sta�. As new professionals, 
I've observed that the way we engage with people opens 
doors for us and contributes to knowledge creation for every 
member of the institution. 

Re�ecting on My Teaching Journey: A New Teacher's Perspective

How was my teaching experience at my job/school? 

By Diana Gutiérrez

Page 4



Re�ections from the student - teachers

In my case, I was focused on how pre-service teachers interpret 
memes about social issues. At the beginning of the research, it 
was something obvious, but, by the time we discovered that 
most people are connecting with social media and memes, 
they don’t understand some common social issues that the en-
vironment has, which is why it was interesting how we could 
interpret memes about social issues in our university and our 
city. On the other hand, during the visual literary group, I im-
proved my understanding of research analysis and data collec-
tion strategies. I also identi�ed why it is important to create re-
search projects to develop the role of educators and learners

Finally, education in Colombia is betting on research, one of 
them is technologies that are changing the educational and 
training processes in society. This is why as teachers we must 
investigate, we must turn the word researcher into our additio-
nal last name to understand our zone, to leave our comfort 
zone. 

My experience as a researcher in the visual literacy group

 Whoever teaches learns in the act of teaching, and whoever 
learns teaches in the act of learning. 

Paulo Freire 

By Laura Goméz

During my university career, I have understood that the role 
of the teacher involves researching and developing new 
strategies, innovating both in their educational community 
and in their pedagogical practice. In my academic experien-
ce, I have identi�ed several challenges, such as the lack of re-
cognition of research in Colombia, especially in the educa-
tional �eld. But instead of focusing on problems, my focus is 
on promoting critical thinking and the active participation 
of students in their learning. Transcending my role as a tea-
cher is fundamental, working on creating teaching styles 
and improving strategies to positively impact their educa-
tional process.
 
In my experience since student teaching 1, participating in 
the research group with the teacher  Lorena Andrea on 
Visual literacy, I comprehend that there are many educatio-
nal terms that teachers sometimes do not take into account, 
as it is the impact of an image, which we may think is mea-
ningless, however, by creating a critical sense in the class-
room, we can manage various problems that we usually do 
not see. It was signi�cant how di�erent topics about pictu-
res can generate a debate and new research proposals.
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Lesson plan

By Johanna Corredor
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Teacher name: Johanna Corredor                                                                        
Date: 04/04/2024
Target Population: Teenagers (students between 14 to 16 
years old) 
Context: 9th-grade students from Liceo Catolico School 
(Bogotá, sede Heroes)
Level: B1
Topic: Criticizing art 
Learning objective:  Students will be able to identify how to cri-
ticize art.
Communicative objective:  Students will formulate and discuss 
relevant interpretations of artworks.

CONTEXT:  The Liceo Catolico School is a private school located 
northeast of Bogotá. The students are between 14 to 16 years 
old. The social class they belong to is 3 or 4. 
They have a workload of 4 hours per week. It is a traditional 
school so it does not have a bilingual focus. In each classroom, 
there is a projector, and the use of cell phones is not allowed 
because they are not properly used most of the time. 

TARGET LANGUAGE: The school focus is not pointed to English 
language acquisition. It is a traditional school,where they have 
around 4 hours of English classes per week. The students show 
some weaknesses since it is di�cult for them to interact with 
the language outside the classroom. 

ACTIVITY: Throughout this activity, students will improve their 
vocabulary by constructively criticizing artworks. 

DEVELOPMENT: Before starting the topic, the teacher showed 
some famous pictures to the students. This activity aims to en-
courage students to express their ideas and thoughts related to 
the pictures. It was interesting to observe that, while some stu-
dents faced di�culties expressing themselves in a foreign lan-
guage, they still strived to convey their ideas.

 I noticed that most of them had limitations when they wanted 
to express their ideas in English. They tried to use words to 
transmit their emotions and thoughts. Some students were fo-
cused on the colors, others on the shapes and aspects, and 
other students used feelings to express what was in their 
minds.  Although few students gave complete sentences, most 
of them expressed basic ideas. 

Despite the lack of linguistic capabilities, they were eager to 
succeed at the activity. They were interested in learning more 
about feelings and felt encouraged to know more about how to 
express some ideas when they are going to discuss art. 
From my perspective, I observed the e�ort of my students to 
develop the activity by working with enthusiasm. This particu-
lar type of activity allows our students to be receptive to new 
knowledge, despite the limitations they may have. They su-
pported their groups and developed the activity successfully. 
Also, it became evident that they organized their roles accor-
ding to their abilities.  For example, there was someone who 
knows how to draw very well, while the others were better at 
talking and explaining their feelings using the conditionals. It 
was evident that teamwork played a crucial role in their lear-
ning process. It was remarkable that the students who did not 
know how to express themselves were supported by their part-
ners, and through this process they had rewarding experiences. 

Journal

CONCLUSION: 

Nowadays, we live in a wide variety of contexts. As teachers, we 
need to be innovative and adapt to di�erent scenarios. As a 
result, I consider it essential to develop an activity applying me-
aningful learning methods because students learn better 
through their personal experiences and feel motivated to con-
tinue learning new things. With that in mind, we need to imple-
ment some spaces to continue working with students and let 
them acquire knowledge in di�erent ways, especially because 
the idea is to make them feel inspired to continue learning, re-
gardless of the di�culties. 

By Johanna Corredor

TASK-BASED LEARNING METHOD : CRITICIZING ART
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Infographics about Teaching Methods

Page 8



Contextualized Material
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Abstract
In this paper the reader will find some research arti-
cles and key concepts for the development of this pro-
ject which aims at describing memes as tools in edu-
cation which can generate critical thinking. 

Key words: Visual literacy, memes, critical thinking

Theoretical Framework about Visual Literacy

Mora (2013) conducted an interpretative and qualitati-
ve study to examine how pre-service teachers cons-
truct their interpretations and how these impact their 
labor while fostering an environment for sharing opi-
nions and ideas in the classroom. The data was ga-
thered from 7th-semester pre-service students throu-
gh video recordings, materials produced by the stu-
dents, and oral discussions, providing insight into how 
meaning is formed. The study found that pre-service 
Social Studies teachers interpret English texts/images 
based on both their inherent and learned dispositions, 
as well as individual circumstances that shape their 
perception, thinking, and actions. 

How do pre-service teachers interpret memes about social issues?

¿Cómo interpretan los profesores en formación los memes sobre 
temas sociales?

Vanessa Rojas Salazar, Juan Esteban Paramo Medina
nrojass1@ulagrancolombia.edu.co, jparamom@ulagrancolombia.edu.co,

Universidad la Gran Colombia

On the other hand, M. J., L. H., & Dombrowski, J. 
(2023) by means of surveys distributed in the most 
frequented forums on the climate crisis. The main ob-
jective was to check the type of publications with 
which users generated or believed they generated a 
greater impact on the community and even on indivi-
duals who might have access to these same publica-
tions. The results show that memes have the greatest 
impact and are the ones that generate the most mobi-
lization among Internet users. Moreover, regardless 
of the fact that these types of images are used to ge-
nerate humor in everyday situations, the truth is that 
their message can address sensitive issues in more 
effective ways.

As in the previous research, Olivera, E. B. (2021) ad-
dresses the issue of the impact that memes can ge-
nerate but this time to disseminate other types of con-
tent or news. Taking into account political or current 
events, the author states a comparison of how tradi-
tional media cannot always reach as many people as 
a publication in social networks or opinion forums.
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 Taking into account the previous research docu-
ments, it can be stated out that memes are nowadays 
not only considered sources of humor, but they can 
also become a considerable and innovative way in 
which people who do not usually consult news or 
newspapers can find out about certain issues that 
occur around them, it means that it is connected to 
social aspects of the world.

Key Concepts
Visual Literacy: Visual literacy is a set of abilities that 
enables an individual to effectively find, interpret, eva-
luate, use, and create images and visual media. 
Visual literacy skills equip a learner to understand and 
analyze the contextual, cultural, ethical, aesthetic, in-
tellectual, and technical components involved in pro-
ducing and using visual materials. “A visually literate 
individual is both a critical consumer of visual media 
and a competent contributor to a body of shared 
knowledge and culture” (American Library Associa-
tion [ACRL], 2011). Thus, a firm understanding of 
visual literacy is a crucial ability that empowers people 
to decipher and scrutinize the messages communica-
ted via visual media. Additionally, it encourages thou-
ghtful contemplation of the fundamental ideologies or 
convictions that influence a person's perception of the 
visual content or image. 

Memes: It refers to all those images, videos, or even 
phrases shared on social networks that deal with spe-
cific topics or situations in a mostly humorous way, 
Senra, (2023)  used the term "meme" as, making a 
comparison between the genes in biology and the cu-
rrent internet culture.

Taking into account the above words, the meme would 
function as the activity that is transmitted between diffe-
rent individuals. Knobel and Lankshear (2007) in their 
research show that the meme is not only taking an 
image and putting a phrase that is liked by the user 
who will later share it in their social networks. The 
memes become what people see on their computers, 
cell phones while checking their social networks, which 
allows you to have several interpretations of the same 
meme.

References:
 
- Fajardo Mora, N. R. (2013). Pre-service teachers’ 
construction of meaning: an interpretive qualitative 
study. Colombian Applied Linguistics Journal, 15(1), 
43–57.  https://doi.org/10.14483/udistrital.jour.-
calj.2013.1.a03

-  Hattwing, D., Burgess, J., Bussert, K., & Medaille, A. 
(2011). ACRL visual literacy competency standars for 
higher education.

- M.J, L. H., & Dombrowski, J. (2023). Fridays for future 
and Mondays for Memes: HowClimate Crisis Memes. 
COGITATIO. 

- Olivera, E. B. (2021). Los memes y su función en la 
propagación de la información.
adComunica. 175 -197. 

- Senra, I. (2023, 18 octubre). Qué es Meme - Defini-
ción, significado y ejemplos. Arimetrics.https://www.ari-
metrics.com/glosario-digital/meme



Magazine

Language Learning

Thanks to our students who contributed 

to this �rst issue.

 Magazine Fingerprints: Language Learning Vol. 1 Nº 01 - Feb / Jul


